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MEDITATIONS ON A SMALL STREAM 

 

ARTIST’S STATEMENT 

 

The title  ‘Meditations on a Small Stream’ is intended to convey a number 

of aspects of this work.  Firstly, these are paintings of the landscape 

within the tradition of the realist landscape genre.  Secondly, the subject 

matter of the work is one particular stream near my home, and as such I  

hope that it conveys my strong sense of my attachment to this place.  

Further, and most importantly, the work is meditative in nature – it has 

been created meditatively and it seeks to create a meditative frame of 

mind in the viewer. 

 

The philosophical underpinnings of this work are Taoist, and I have 

drawn on my readings of and around the Tao te Ching in making it. The 

symbolism of water is very important, representing the fluid, creative, 

changeable and productive power of the universe, which though yielding, 

yet has the power to carve through mountains. The Tao, in fact, is often 

referred to as ‘the watercourse way’ . Because water, light and stone, the 

principal components of my small stream, are universal, I have not felt 

that this subject matter is restrictive. I hope that any person looking at 

these paintings will be able to recall some time when they turned off the 

chattering internal voice and gazed thoughtlessly at flowing water, and 

through this work I am seeking to renew that experience. 

 

Another, and more challenging goal of my work, is to evoke in the viewer  

a sense of connection with the universe, such that there is no boundary 

between the self and what is seen.  We are part of the universe in the 

same seamless way that birds are part of the sky and fish are part of the 

sea.  The work is not intended to be challenging, confronting or puzzling, 

nor does it lay claim to novelty. It rather seeks to beguile and seduce the 

viewer, creating an experience of calm enjoyment. 

 

Susan Skuse 

Left: Ripples and Reflections #1 to #8, each Acrylic on canvas board 

mounted on canvas stretchers | $150 each 



Left: Jewel Box | Oil on canvas on board | 

1105 x 810mm |  $1,950 framed 

15. Above:  Mr. Darwin’s Lovely Thought | 

Pen and ink | 800 x 650mm | $1750 framed 

‘It is interesting to contemplate a tangled 
bank, clothed with many plants of many 
kinds, with birds singing on the bushes, with 
various insects flitting about and with 
worms crawling through the damp earth 
and to reflect that these elaborately 
constructed forms, so different from each 
other and dependent upon each other in so 
complex a manner, have all been produced 
by laws acting around us.”  - Charles 
Darwin, On the Origin of Species 

 



Top left: Meditation #3, Mudgeeraba Creek, Oil on canvas| 

900 x 1200mm | $2,400 

Bottom left: Meditation #2  | Oil on canvas |1000 x 1000mm 

| $1,750 

Above: Meditation # 4 – Green Reflections | Oil on canvas | 

1200 x 900mm | $2,400 



, . 

Above: Meditation #5, with Water 

Dragon | Oil on canvas | 760 x 760mm 

| $950 

10. Always emptying, Always Full – 

Mudgeeraba Creek | 400 x 1220 | $650 

11. Summer Storms have 

come/scattering the last blossoms/of 

golden wattle | Oil on canvas \ 3 panels 

920 x 450 each |  $2,400 

 

 
I have recently been working on 

a series titled Meditations on a 

Small Stream, which is based on 

a beautiful little rainforest stream 

near my home.  What really 

interests me here are the 

simultaneous impressions of the 

water’s surface, the reflection of 

the sky and the creek bed 

beneath. Some of my other work 

has taken a more abstract 

approach, but for this one I have 

kept it quite realistic, just 

strengthening the underlying 

abstract composition and the 

naturally occurring patterns.  

 
13. Meditation #7 – with frog | Oil on 

canvas | 600 x 600mm | $550 



Above left: Meditation #`1 | 

Oil on canvas | 910 x 910mm 

| $1,450 

Bottom left:  Ripples and 

reflections composite | 12x 

canvas panels 300 x 300mm 

mounted on stretcher | Acrylic 

on canvas | $1,750 

 

Right top: Creek Tapestry #2 | 

Oil on canvas mounted on 

board | 400 x 400mm | $400 

framed 

 

Right Centre: Creek Tapestry 

#1 | Oil on canvas mounted 

on board | 400 x 400mm | 

$400 framed 

 

Bottom right: Blue Crayfish 

Tango | Acrylic and oil on 

composite aluminium panel | 

400 x 400 | $550 framed. 

 

 



The Art of Riding on the Wind 

 
'Riding the wind' is a Zen expression 

connoting the experience of Samahdi, or 

'getting it' which can come after many years of 

meditation, or suddenly, as when the Zen 

master gives his student a sharp blow to the 

ear. Either way, it is a difficult thing for people 

to achieve. Birds, on the other hand, naturally 

ride the wind. They are seamlessly part of the 

universe. These paintings  are part of a series 

based on sky panels I had made previously.  

The sky and the birds are equally important. 

 

A compilation of nine of these works was 

runner-up in the Holmes Art Prize for the 

realistic depiction of Australian birds in 2015. 

 

 

The Art of Riding on the Wind Series – all – 

Oil and acrylic on composite aluminium panel 

| 400 x 400mm | Mounted on 450 x 450 

stretcher | $400 each 

 

#1 – Welcome Swallows 

#2 – Kestrel 

#8 – Currawong 

#6 – Rainbow Bee-Eater 

#9 – Galah 

#12 - Crow 

 



Above: . Out of the Blue | Acrylic and Oil 

on canvas |600 x 600mm | $650 

 

Above Right: Bee-Line | Acrylic and oil on 

canvas | 600 x 600 | $750 framed 

 

Below right: Fishing Hole | Acrylic and oil 

on composite aluminium panel | $550 
framed 

1.  Early Morning Wakeup Call | Oil on 

canvas | triptych – 930 x 940mm | $1450 
 
_______________________________ 
 
 

. 



Blue Berry Ripple 
 
Oil and acrylic on composite aluminium 
panels | 4x 600 x 600mm | framed | 
$2400 complete.  



Above: Meditation #6 – Blue Heron 

Acrylic and oil on canvas | 500 x 

1490mm | $1,750 

 

Below: Blue Gown | Oil on canvas | 

720 x 570 image size | $750 framed. 

At the beginning of a long journey I saw 

mountains as mountains, and waters as 

waters.  After years of travel I arrived at 

a more intimate knowledge, and came 

to the point where I saw that mountains 

are not mountains, and waters are not 

waters.  But now that I have got its very 

substance I am at rest.  For it’s just that 

I see mountains once again as 

mountains, and waters once again as 
waters.  Ch’uan Ten Lu. 
 
The aim of my painting is the 
appreciation of the natural world as a 
unity in which we are not objective 
observers, but an integral and 
undifferentiated part. For me, this 
involves painting in a realistic style 
and with an attachment to place.   
.  
In Zen Buddhism there is a term, 
kensho, which implies a momentary 
enlightenment wherein one “sees 
nature” and also sees one’s own 
nature, with the sense that there is no 
duality between the ‘seer’ and the 
‘seen’.     My goal is for my painting to 
open the door to a such an 
experience. 
 


